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Now that your child is nearly ready to leave Key Stage 1 and start in Key Stage 2, you will notice some changes 

in uniform, routines and expectations of your child. They will continue to follow the new National Curriculum 

through a series of creative stimuli; engaging and exciting them within their learning.  However,  you will find 

that your child will be encouraged to apply, extend and deepen their learning and understanding further. Our 

key aim at Waverley is to ensure that all of our pupils are making good progress within their learning and are 

prepared for the next stage; we plan and deliver exciting and challenging lessons to ensure that pupils want to 

learn. Children need to be motivated to learn effectively and it is your child’s responsibility to drive them-

selves forward and to learn from their mistakes. In this welcome booklet, we will explain the key information 

needed to understand where your child is within their learning journey and how you can help them to build 

upon their learning at home.  

Our school details are: 

Principal: Mrs C. Keeton 

Waverley Junior Academy 

Waverley Walk 

Rotherham 

S60 8DD 

Telephone number:  

E-mail:  info@waverleyacademy.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/waverleyjunioracademy 

Web:  www.waverleyacademy.org 

 

We would like to introduce you to our Key Stage 2 team. 

Mrs C. Rose    Assistant Vice Principal, SENCo and  Year 5/6 teacher (Jaguars) 

Mrs K Walton                          Year 4 Teacher (Snow Leopards) 

Mr P. Selkirk               Year 3/ Year 4  (Tigers) 

Miss J. Tracey     Year 3 teacher  (Bears) 

 

 

As more members of the team are appointed we will introduce them to you via email and Facebook.  

Please feel free to speak to any member of staff if you have any questions or queries. 

Please be aware that school have the right to change staff at any point. 

 

mailto:school@listerdale.org
http://www.facebook.com/listerdaleschool
http://www.listerdale.org


Curriculum and assessment 

 

What is a Key Stage?  

Your child will be shortly moving from Key Stage 1 into Key Stage 2 (years 3-6; ages 7-11). Sometimes you will 

hear Key Stage 2 described as Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) and Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6).  

The National Curriculum outline which subjects children must learn about at school and also divides them into 

age appropriate groups called Key Stages. At each Key Stage, all children in mainstream education will learn 

about certain subjects and have the opportunity to learn key skills. These may be learnt within an overarching 

topic or may be taught discreetly.   

The curriculum at KS2 comprises of: 

Core subjects; 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

Foundation Subjects; 

 Computing  

 Art and Design 

 Design and Technology 

 History 

 Geography 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Citizenship 

 Languages (Spanish) 

 PHSE including SRE  

Religious Education is taught at Waverley Junior Academy, as it was in Key Stage 1.  It continues to be our aim 

to provide a broad and balanced RE curriculum to promote the spiritual and moral growth of pupils as well as 

to develop an appreciation of Christianity and other principal religions. Parents continue to have a right to 

withdraw their child from Religious Education. If a child is withdrawn from Religious Education they will be 

supervised in a different class within Key Stage 2. 

 



Topics covered 

Each term, Key Stage 2 have a different overarching topic through which to learn .    You will be able to  learn 

more about your child’s topic by looking at the class page of the website. 

 

How is attainment and progress measured and communicated with parents? 

The National Curriculum provides a programme of study (PoS) for each area of learning, pupils are constantly 

monitored and assessed against these. If pupils can securely do all of the age expected PoS by the end of the 

year then they will be classed as working at age appropriate expectations; if they have secured these earlier in 

the year and have then developed a deeper level of understanding then they will be classed as exceeding age 

appropriate expectations (working at greater depth) and if they are not secure by the end of the year then 

they will be classed as working towards the age appropriate expectations. Each class teacher will carry out 

summative assessments every term.  These are analysed by the class teacher, and senior leaders to ensure 

that pupil’s attainment and progress are being closely monitored and appropriate interventions/opportunities 

for deeper challenge are planned for and delivered.  Waverley  JA also work with other schools within  ACET 

and the local authority to moderate expectations. 

Information on your child’s progress will be shared with parents at Parents Evening in the Autumn and Spring 

terms. In addition to these, you will also receive a report about your child at the end of the school year, which 

will summarise their achievements and effort throughout the year and their attainment at the end of the year.  

You will have the opportunity to discuss this with your child’s class teacher. 

 

General communication with parents 

Your child’s wellbeing continues to be paramount to us and therefore teachers are happy to meet with or talk 

with parents/carers when needed and appropriate. A member of staff will be available on the Key Stage 2 

doors at the beginning and end of the school day and will pass any messages on.  Teachers are usually availa-

ble at the end of the school day for short messages, to clarify information etc. This would be a good time to 

catch the class teacher.  Please be aware that for learning to begin promptly, teachers do not have much time 

before school and have meetings on some evenings after school and therefore if it is something that may be 

lengthier please book an appointment through the school office. 

A termly newsletter is sent out from the Principal sharing information about events that have already taken 

place and the outcomes of these and also inform parents of events that will be taking place the following term. 

Don’t forget to the check the Google Calendar on the website.  

Letters are regularly sent out through school and will be sent by email.  Occasionally hard copies of information 

may also be sent home so it is important that your child brings their book bag to school every day. In Key Stage 

2, your child will be given this information to place in their own book bag and will be encouraged to give these 

to you as parents/carers. Please be prepared to ask your child about letters and/or check book bags.  You can 

send any replies to these letters back to school in your child’s book bag/with your child; it is their responsibility 

to hand this to the class teacher. Your child will still be reminded to check their bags for replies, letters, enve-

lopes etc. Alternatively  you can hand them in at the office (wherever possible we do promote independence 

and responsibility for children within Key Stage 2).  Children in Upper Key Stage 2 are encouraged to make 

notes in their planners of key information in preparation for transition to Key Stage 3—it is their responsibility 

to share these with you.  



We also have a texting service and will regularly send out text messages to remind parents of up and coming 

events etc. Please ensure you prepare your children appropriately for the up and coming events e.g. school 

trips, non-uniform days etc.  

We continue to hold ‘Parent Creative Sessions’ and ’Parent Showcase’  within Key Stage 2 giving parents op-

portunities to work with their child/ren in the classroom and to offer an insight into your child’s learning. 

These sessions also help parents to better-understand how and what children are learning – learning age-

appropriate technical language, strategies etc. 

 

Pride assembly and other class rewards 

In each of the Key Stage 2 classes, there are two children chosen at the end of each week to receive a 

“Pride Award” . This can be for a number of reasons, such as positive attitudes to learning, resilience, 

politeness, effort and achievement, and many others.  These children will have a certificate present-

ed in assembly, which they bring home. 

Dojos will be awarded in class to create a positive culture.  Reasons for awarding a Dojo can be found 
in our behaviour policy (see website).  Using the Dojo system, the five children with the highest 
points each week, will be entered into a raffle draw.  They will receive a small prize from the Princi-
pal.  Dojo points will be re-set every week.  In Y5 and Y6, Dojo points will be recorded weekly, and 
those children with consistently high scores, have the opportunity to apply to be Prefect.  They will 
need to fill in an application form for this role and, if successful, will be awarded their Prefect badge 
in a whole-academy Pride assembly.  We do not use class Dojo as a method of communication with 

parents. 

 

Star Badge Awards 

Two pupils from each class who show they can maintain individual “Gold Standard” learning behav-
iours will receive a star pin badge at the end of a half term.  This will be awarded if their behaviour 
has been impeccable both in lessons and during unstructured times of the day.  This standard will be 
displayed around the academy.  Pupils are identified for this reward if they have gone above and be-
yond in the areas displayed in school.   The pin badges are presented in an assembly and those chil-
dren who achieve the Gold Standard star badge will have a postcard sent home to inform parents/
carers of their impeccable attitude to learning and will be invited to celebrate with the Principal. 



Timings of the day: 

Beginning of the school day 

Children will be able to enter the school building via the Key Stage 2 doors from 8:40.  Children may enter the 

school site from 8:30. However, please be aware staff do not supervise the playground until the school opens 

at 8:40. Class teachers will be ready to greet the children in their classrooms.  Registers are taken at approxi-

mately 8:50 and children ready to start learning promptly at 8.50, while the register is being taken. Please 

note that the doors close at 9:00 so therefore if your child arrives after this time they will need to go straight 

to reception to sign in and to make their dinner choice before going to their classroom. 

Assembly time 

In Key Stage 2, your child will be part of the whole school assemblies and the Key Stage 2 assemblies. Chil-

dren in Key Stage 2 set the standards for Key Stage 1 children within assemblies and therefore expectations 

of their behaviours and attitudes is very high. Each week we have three  whole school themed assemblies 

starting with a “Ready to Learn” assembly  Monday, “Aspirational People” on Wednesday and “Pride’’ Assem-

bly on Friday.  Tuesday and Thursday’s assembly will promote a love for reading.  

Playtime  

In Key Stage 2, your child will  have a morning playtime 10:30 – 10:45.  They will no longer have a timetabled 

afternoon break this will be at the discretion of individual teaching staff.  We find children are generally en-

joying their afternoon learning and a break interrupts this. However,  there may be some occasions where 

the class teacher feels it appropriate, either as reward or learning break to separate 2 lessons.  Once your 

child moves into Key Stage 2 they will no longer be provided with fruit from the school fruit scheme; they will 

be able to go to the Key Stage 2 School Tuck Shop where they can buy a healthy snack and/or a drink which 

they can eat/drink during their playtime.  Alternatively  your child is allowed to bring one healthy snack from 

home to be eaten during playtime e.g a cereal bar, small bag of healthy popcorn, a piece of fruit etc. Please 

be aware that it is your child’s responsibility to place their rubbish into the bins provided.  Treats/snacks 

must NOT contain nuts as we have several children in school with nut allergies.  

Dinnertime  

In Key Stage 2, your child’s dinnertime is  between 12:00-12:45 (Year 3/4) 12:15-1:00 (Year5/6). They will en-

ter the school hall for dinners after the Key Stage 1 children have been served. Once your child has eaten 

their dinner, they go back to their cloakroom, put on their coats and go outside to play (unless it is heavily 

raining or not safe with ice/snow – in which case they will play inside instead). School mid-day supervisors or 

teaching assistants look after the children at dinnertimes and communicate with the class teachers. Class 

teachers and other teaching staff are visual around school during dinnertimes to encourage and promote 

good behaviour and the right choices.  

End of the school day 

School finishes at 3.00 – please be aware that this is the end of learning time and therefore your child may 

come out of school a little while after this due to time taken to get ready to go home. However, Key Stage 2 

children are encouraged to be as independent as possible and as quick as possible. For Years 3/4 if you 

choose to let your child meet you/their carer at the school gate, then please inform the class teacher of this 

arrangement so that we can ensure that all of our children remain safe. In years 5 and 6, the children leave 

the classrooms independently and go to their agreed meeting point e.g. outside the classroom, at the school 

gate, at the bottom of the hill, walking home etc. therefore please ensure that your child is clear about this.  

Children are reminded that they should return to school should an adult not be present to meet them.  A 

member of  staff will then contact parents to confirm pick up arrangements and children will be looked after 

and kept safe until someone is able to collect them. 



Additional activities and services in Key Stage 2: 

 

Swimming: 

In order to support as many children as possible to become comfortable in water and/or become confident 

swimmers, we organise for our children to have one swimming lesson a week for a term during their time in 

year 4. These lessons take place during the school day and you will receive more information about them as 

your child enters year 4. All children can be catered for, including non-swimmers, nervous swimmers and 

strong swimmers. Each week your child will need to bring a swimming costume/trunks and a swimming cap. 

Rotherham Leisure Centre ask that all children wear a swimming cap during lessons (staff will support the 

children to put these on) and ask for goggles not to be worn by any child unless there is a specific need or 

they are prescription goggles.    

 

Instrument tuition (Music service): 

In Key Stage 2, children will be invited to learn to play a musical instrument. This instrument tuition is carried 

out by Rotherham Music Service who come into school weekly to teach children how to play a range of musi-

cal instruments. There is an additional charge for using this service, please speak to reception if your child is 

interested in learning to play an instrument at school. If your child starts having instrument tuition then 

please ensure that your child brings their instrument and relevant music to school on the correct day, and 

that they practise regularly at home.  

 

Year 4 Multiplication Times Tables Check (MTC)  

This check is for all children in Year 4 and will take place in June. The purpose of the check is to determine 

whether pupils can fluently recall their times tables up to 12 x 12, which is essential for future success in 

mathematics. It will also help us identify pupils who may need additional support. The MTC is an on-screen 

check consisting of 25 times tables questions. Your child will answer 3 practice questions before moving on to 

the official check, and will then have 6 seconds to answer each question.  There will be links to helpful web-

site and practice tests on the school website.  

 

SATS year 6: 

Once your child reaches year 6 (their final year at Waverley),  they will take part in a range of Statutory As-

sessment Tests (SATs). These take place over a week in May.  It is essential that no year 6 child takes any form 

of leave in the month of May.  All year 6 children in England have to take part in these tests unless they are 

working well outside of the expectation of their year group. These tests are marked externally of school and 

the results plus a standardised score are given to the school which allows us to analyse who is working at ex-

pected, below expected or at greater depth. This information is shared with your child’s secondary school 

and you.  Your children will sit tests in a relaxed environment throughout their time in Key Stage 2 so there-

fore they will feel more prepared for these formal tests. More information with regards these tests will be 

given when your child is in year 6.  

 

 



Learning at home: 

Homework 

Reading: Your child will get the opportunity to change their love for reading library book (if finished) from 

the school library. Please try and encourage your child to read at least 4 times a week at home (please re-

member to add a comment in your child’s school planner). Whilst reading, please encourage your child to 

explain things to you about their book and ask them questions to ensure that they are understanding the 

text and they can relate this into a different context. Although it is important for your child to read their 

school books, it is equally important for them to enjoy reading and to read for purpose so therefore please 

encourage your child to read their home books, comics, cereal boxes, websites, instructions, timetables and 

charts – all of this can be added into the reading section of the school planner.   

Spellings: Your child will receive a set of spellings once a week in their planners. It is important that you help 

your child to learn the words/rules/patterns ready to be tested at school the following week. Your child’s 

score will be recorded in their school planner each week.  Please remember that when learning spellings, it is 

not just for a ‘test’ and your child needs to remember these long- term, so coming back to old spellings is 

really useful!  

Timestables: Your child will need to know and understand their timestables in order to be able to be an effi-

cient, accurate, confident mathematician in the future. They need to learn their timestables in any order and 

not just as a pattern. By the end of year 4, your child should know all of their timestables (year 3 : 3, 4 and 8; 

year 4:  6, 7, 9, 11, 12; year 5 and 6 is about applying this number knowledge in a range of contexts).  It is im-

portant that you work with your child on these timestables regularly at home. Timestables will be given as 

home learning weekly and tested within school the next week. Your child’s score will be added to their 

school planner weekly so that you can monitor your child’s progress. Timestables will continue to be prac-

tised during years 5 and 6 – the quicker and more efficient your child is with their timestables the quicker and 

more efficient they can be when using their maths strategies e.g. long and short division, multiplication, frac-

tions of amounts, percentages of amounts. Year 4 will be tested on timestables knowledge at the end of the 

year.   In your child’s planner, they will have a log on details for TTRockstars—a great app for practising 

timestables. 

Basic mathematical knowledge: In addition to having secure timestable knowledge, it is important that 

your child learns and understands other key mathematical facts e.g. squared numbers, equivalence of key 

fractions and decimals e.g. ½ and 0.5, equivalence of time e.g. quarter to 9 and 8:45.  The school’s calculation 

policy will be available on the school website to help you understand how basic arithmetic is developed.  

In year 6:   a range of resources may be used additional homework to ensure that  all children are as SATs 

and secondary school ready as possible (this will vary throughout the year in response to the needs of the 

children). 

Learning Grids   At Waverley we understand each family has their own priorities for completing homework 

therefore,  each half-term, your child will receive a learning grid project which can  be completed at your 

own discretion.  This will be recorded in your child’s planner.  



Promoting reading at home: 

Reading is one of the most important things that you can do to help with your child's education, so try to 

put aside some time for it on a regular basis. Remember that books aren't just about reading the words on 

the page - understanding is key - and the skills we focus on in class will be aimed at developing understand-

ing. Your child’s experience of reading in class will therefore be as broad as possible and it is important to 

remember that reading in class is more than reading aloud from a novel or ‘reading book’. Your child will not 

read aloud every day, but they will read every day, and in a variety of contexts, as we aim to develop under-

standing across the curriculum in addition to spoken fluency.  

Reading at home is an important part of this larger picture, so please encourage and support it. Try to make 

reading engaging; you want your child to learn how enjoyable and important books can be, and if you can 

enjoy a story together is even better.  

Some ideas for helping your child to enjoy books:  

 Visit the library to encourage wider reading and choose books connected to class work - take out CDs 

and DVDs as well as books.  

 Schedule a regular time for reading.  

 Encourage your child to read aloud for part of the time, adopt the actions or voice of a character, or 

act out the story.  

 Allow children opportunities to choose their own texts so that they remain enthusiastic about reading 

e.g. back of boxes, information on computer games, comics, home story books, information texts etc. 

 There is no need to correct every mistake - focus on fluency and understanding as well.  

 Ask your child to summarise part of the story, or to predict what they think might happen next. 

 Ask them to describe their favourite character, or talk about what they like or do not like about the 

book. 

 If your child's teacher has recommended any particular reading strategies, practice using these at 

home.  

 Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms around your house. 

 

Helping your child with maths (practising numbers facts): 

A secure knowledge of basic number facts related to addition, subtraction, multiplication, division and place 

value will give your child a firm foundation for all Mathematical topic.  

The following ideas will give you some guidance: 

Times tables Try to practise for a few minutes each day using a range of vocabulary e.g. times by, multi-

plied by etc. 

Have a ‘fact of the day’. Pin this fact up around the house. Ask your child if they can recall the fact.  

Play ‘ping pong’ to practise number facts with your child: one person says a number, followed by the other 

e.g. counting in multiples: 2's, 4's, 5’s; number bonds to 10, 20, 100, 1000 etc.; plus or minus a particular 

amount.  

Make pairs of numbers which add or subtract to a target number: e.g. ? + ? = 23. Encourage your child to 

answer quickly, without counting or using fingers.  

Throw 2 dice. Ask your child to find the total of the numbers (+), the difference between them (-) or the 

product (x). Can they do this without counting on fingers?  



Use a set of playing cards (no pictures). Turn over two cards and ask your child to add, subtract, multiply 

or divide the numbers. If they answer correctly, they keep the cards. How many cards can they collect in 2 

minutes?  

Play Bingo. Each player chooses five answers to a mathematical question (e.g. multiples of a number to 

practise the times tables, factors of a number, answers to the squared numbers up to 12 x 12 etc.). Choose 

a question e.g. 4 x 6 and if a player has the answer, they can cross it off. The winner is the first player to 

cross off all of their answers.  

Use real life experiences – paying for shopping, calculating over all costs from menus, cooking (dividing 

food into fractions, doubling/halving a recipe, reading different scales, converting measurements), reading 

a timetable. 

Link it to your child’s interest -  football league tables, car speeds etc. 

Measuring – calculating lengths, perimeters and areas (using tape measures, rulers), reading scales when 

weighing (this could be within baking), calculating differences between capacity (using jugs and other con-

tainers). 

Other online Games – If you have online access, there are many good interactive games and activities to 

practice maths. Please remember to support your child and ensure they stay safe online.  

When working with your child on maths, encourage them to explain their strategies and understanding. 

They need to be considering: Can I do this mentally? What other mathematical knowledge can I use to 

help? Do I need a written method or jottings? Should I use a calculator? Can I make an estimate? Is my an-

swer sensible? Would a doodle or sketch help? Have I checked my work? 

School Uniform 

At Waverley Junior Academy we have a smart uniform that all children must wear. We believe what a child 

wears to school reflects his/her attitude to learning as well as portraying the school’s ethos and shared pos-

itive values. When your child starts in Key Stage 2, the uniform changes slightly to mirror the changes in 

expectations and maturity. 

Please could we remind you to name/label all of your children’s clothing clearly. If there is no name in your 

child’s clothing it is often very difficult to identify them within the lost property. 

KS2 uniform: 

Boys : 

 Grey school trousers /grey school shorts 

 White button fronted collared shirt (long or short sleeved) with school tie * 
 

 School jumper  - grey sweater with gold trim and logo* 

 Black Blazer with school logo * 

 Grey, black or white socks 

 Black shoes - no trainers allowed 

 



Girls: 

 Grey pleated skirt/grey pinafore dress/grey school trousers/grey school shorts or yellow gingham dress 

 White button fronted collared shirt/blouse (long or short sleeved) with school tie * 
 

 School jumper – grey sweater with gold trim and logo * 

 Black Blazer with school logo * 

 Grey, black, white socks or grey tights (NO leggings) 

 Black shoes - no trainers allowed 

* purchased from Pinders Schoolwear. 

PE kit: 

Indoor PE: Black shorts, school rugby style top * and a pair of black pumps. 

Outside PE: Black shorts, school rugby style top *, trainers. In winter, plain black jogging bottoms may be 

worn. In Summer, when it is particularly hot, a white round neck T-shirt can be worn instead of the school 

rugby style top.  

We ask that: 

 ALL school uniform is labelled with your child’s name on the inside (NO bespoke embroidery is per-

mitted).  

 Your child’s PE kit is kept in a named bag, preferably a drawstring one. 

 You remind your child to bring their PE kit home to be washed at the end of each half term. 

 You check throughout the academic year that your child’s PE kit fits them still including pumps and 

trainers please. 

 Jewellery is not worn at school. If your child has pierced ears they may wear small, plain gold or silver 

stud earrings. These should not be worn for PE and must be removed at home prior to their PE day/s. 

Please remember: It is your child’s responsibility to look after their property and to remember to take it 

home at the end of the school day.  Staff will remind of this.  

Additional information: 

School coats, blazers, school jumpers, school ties, school PE t-shirts and book bags can be purchased from 

Pinders. The rest of the school uniform can be purchased through supermarkets and high street 

stores.   Please consider that the children will still be painting, using clay and have their natural instincts to 

play when you are purchasing clothes/shoes.  We would prefer happy children that those worried about 

spoiling expensive clothing.  If you wish to provide your child with an oversized T-Shirt/shirt to wear during 

“messy” activities please feel free to do so— if labelled with their name we will store in class.  

In addition to the above, we ask that your child brings in a water bottle freshly filled with water every day. 

Whilst water is the healthiest choice we do appreciate some children prefer flavored water or weakly dilute 

juice, which is fine.  We would rather have hydrated children!  We request no fizzy or energy providing 

drinks/snacks are sent into school.   

We hope that this answers many of your questions and we hope that your child enjoys their time in Key 

Stage 2. 


